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Rural  District  Council 


Health  Department, 

43  Galgate, 

Barnard  Castle. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Gore-Booth  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  Annual  Report  for 

1970. 

There  are  few  changes  in  the  Vital  Statistics  of  the 
District.  It  continues  to  be  a healthy  and  pleasant  place  in 
which  to  live.  The  population  changes  from  time  to  time  as 
military  personnel  come  and  go. 

I would  again  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
the  Council  for  their  continued  advice  and  support  and  the 
Staff  of  the  Health  Department  for  their  loyal  co-operation. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  S.  M.  WILSON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


3 


SECTION  I 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  (Part-time): 

A.  S.  M.  WILSON,  l.r.c.p.,  l.r.c.s.,  l.r.f.p.s.,  d.p.h. 

Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health: 

ROBERT  DAWSON,  m.a.,  m.b.,  ch.b.,  m.d. 


Senior  Public  Health  Officer: 

JOHN  GEORGE  MIDDLETON,  m.r.s.h.,  m.a.p.h.i.,  m.r.i.p.h.h. 


Public  Health  Inspector: 

GEOFFREY  NUTTER,  m.a.p.h.i. 


Administrative  Assistant: 
JOE  HODGSON. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 


Area  (Acreage) — 110,118. 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  Estimated  Figure  mid-year 
1970)— 17,230. 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate — £1,521-71. 

Rateable  Value  as  at  1st  April,  1970 — £360,891. 

The  industries  are  agriculture,  coal  mining  and  stone  quarrying. 


Climatic  Conditions. 

I am  indebted  to  Miss  Redfearn,  Forest-in-Teesdale,  for 
supplying  rainfall  figures  in  the  Upper  Teesdale  area  during  the 
past  five  years: — 

Rainfall  at  Latitude  54°  39'  North.  Upper  Teesdale. 


Month 

1966 

1967 

1968 

1969 

1970 

January  

4.40 

2.93 

3.86 

3.31 

5.21 

February 

6.99 

7.27 

1.70 

4.01 

4.81 

March  

3.70 

4.27 

9.37 

5.73 

2.88 

April  

3.98 

2.94 

2.88 

3.46 

4.04 

May  

4.11 

7.84 

2.83 

3.46 

1.19 

June  

4.05 

1.77 

3.65 

3.25 

1.49 

July  

2.92 

3.91 

3.89 

1.34 

3.69 

August  

5.72 

5.75 

1.68 

1.83 

4.38 

September 

3.60 

6.52 

7.70 

4.13 

4.39 

October 

5.87 

11.41 

6.36 

1.28 

5.50 

November 

4.98 

6.23 

3.89 

7.85 

6.38 

December 

7.28 

3.99 

4.86 

3.51 

4.00 

Annual  Rainfall 

57.60 

64.83 

52.67 

43.16 

47.96 
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VITAL  STATISTICS,  1970. 


Males 


Females 


Live  Births  ... 


Total  Legit.  Illegit. 

97  89  8 


Total  Legit.  Illegit. 

Ill  102  9 


Still  Births 


1 1 0 


0 0 0 


Deaths  of  Infants 


Under  1 year  of  age  2 2 0 

Under  4 weeks  of  age  110 
Under  1 week  of  age  110 


5 5 0 
2 2 0 
2 2 0 


Live-birth  Rate — 12.1  per  1,000  home  population. 

Adjusted  Rate — 13.4  per  1,000  home  population. 

Corresponding  Rate  for  England  and  Wales — 16.0  per  1,000  home 
population. 

Still-birth  Rate — 5 per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births. 

Corresponding  Rate  for  England  and  Wales— 13  per  1,000  total  live 
and  still  births. 

Death-rate — 11.9  per  1,000  home  population. 

Adjusted  Rate — 13.2  per  1,000  home  population. 

Corresponding  Rate  for  England  and  Wales — 11.7  per  1,000  home 
population. 

Deaths  of  Infants: 

Under  1 year  of  age — 34  per  1,000  live  births. 

Corresponding  Rate  for  England  and  Wales — 18  per  1,000  live 
births. 

Perinatal  Mortality — 19  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births. 

Corresponding  Rate  for  England  and  Wales — 23  per  1,000  total  live 
and  still  births. 
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Male 

Female 

Total 

All  Causes  of  Death 

103 

102 

205 

Main  Causes — 
Cardio  vascular: 

(a)  Cerebrovascular  disease 

14 

22 

36 

(b)  Ischaemic  heart  disease 

34 

22 

56 

(c)  Other  forms  of  heart  disease 

4 

4 

8 

(d)  Other  diseases  of  circulatory 

system  ... 

5 

8 

13 

(e)  Hypertensive  disease  ... 

2 

1 

3 

(f)  Chronic  rheumatic  heart  disease 

2 

2 

4 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

61 

59 

120 

Cancer  (Malignant  Neoplasms 

and  Leukaemia)  ...  Totals 

17 

17 

34 

Chest  Diseases: 

(a)  Pneumonia 

4 

5 

9 

(b)  Bronchitis  and  Emphysema  ... 

4 

2 

6 

(c)  Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory 

System  ...  

0 

1 

1 

(d)  Influenza 

2 

1 

3 

Totals 

10 

9 

19 

As  in  previous  years,  the  main  causes  of  death  in  the 
district  were  diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulatory  system  58.5%, 
cancer  16.9%  and  diseases  of  the  respiratory  system  9.3%,  in  that 
order. 


General  Provision  of  Health  Services  in  the  District. 

A.  Hospitals: — 

There  are  no  hospitals  in  the  district.  Cases  of  infectious 
diseases  requiring  hospital  treatment  are  sent  to  one  of  the 
hospitals  controlled  by  the  South-West  Durham  Hospital 
Management  Committee. 

B.  Laboratories: — 

Public  Health  Laboratories  are  available  at  Northallerton 
and  Newcastle-on-Tyne.  Facilities  are  also  provided  at  Bishop 
Auckland  General  Hospital,  Pathological  Department. 
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C.  County  Council  Services. 


In  his  quarterly  reports  to  the  Area  Health  Sub-Committee, 
the  County  Medical  Officer  includes  most  of  the  following 
information  about  Health  Services  in  the  District. 

1.  Ambulance  Facilities. 

Barnard  Castle  urban  and  rural  districts  are  served  by  two 
ambulance  depots,  three  ambulances  and  six  driver-attendants. 

2.  Home  Nursing  and  Midwifery  Services. 

Staff:  5 District  Nurse  Midwives. 

Name  Address  Telephone  No. 

Miss  L.  H.  Dodd,  4 Montgomery  Road,  Barnard  Castle. 

Barnard  Castle  2149. 

Mrs.  M.  L.  Morton,  3 Harmire  Road,  Barnard  Castle.  Barnard  Castle  3156. 
Mrs.  M.  C.  Pattison,  45  Coronation  Gardens,  Staindrop.  Staindrop  316. 
Miss  E.  Shenton,  13  Eden  Crest,  Gainford.  Gainford247. 

Mrs.  V.  M.  Slack,  Garden  House,  Copley,  Butterknowle.  Cockfield  254. 

These  District  Nurse  Midwives  practice  domiciliary 
midwifery  and  carry  out  general  home  nursing  as  required. 

3.  Health  Visiting. 

The  number  of  Health  Visitors  in  the  area  at  the  end  of  1970 
was  three.  Their  routine  duties  include  visits  to  mothers  and  child- 
ren, tuberculosis  patients,  and  mentally  subnormal,  school  children 
and  the  aged. 

4.  Domestic  Help  Service. 

During  1970  assistance  on  account  of  old  age.  home  con- 
finement or  illness  was  provided  in  122  homes  by  77  home  helps. 

5.  Child  Welfare  Centres. 

Sessions  were  held  at  Butterknowle,  Cockfield,  Middleton- 
in-Teesdale,  Staindrop,  Gainford,  Etherley,  and  at  Evenwood. 

6.  Chiropody. 

During  1970  sessions  were  held  at  Cockfield,  Etherley, 
Evenwood,  Gainford,  Hamsterley,  Ingleton,  Middleton-in-Tees- 
dale,  and  Staindrop.  589  elderly  and  handicapped  persons  attended 
these  centres  and  2,939  treatments  were  given. 
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IMMUNISATION  AND  VACCINATION. 

Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough  and  Tetanus  Immunisation; 
Poliomyelitis,  Smallpox  and  Measles  Vaccination. 

Protection  against  poliomyelitis,  diphtheria,  whooping  cough, 
tetanus,  smallpox  and  measles  is  available  from  family  doctors  and 
child  welfare  centres. 

Polio  protection  is  available  up  to  the  age  of  40  and  to 
certain  priority  groups  over  that  age.  The  vaccine  may  be  had 
either  by  injection  or  by  mouth. 

During  1970  the  immunisation  of  school  entrants  was 
continued.  This  work  was  carried  out  within  the  schools  on  a 
sessional  basis  and  is  reflected  in  the  general  immunisation 
statistics  for  the  area. 

The  following  records  have  been  received  for  work  carried 
out  in  the  area  during  1970. 


Total  under  16  years 

Primary 

Boosters 

Poliomyelitis 

156 

281 

Diphtheria 

137 

309 

Whooping  Cough 

108 

69 

Tetanus 

159 

337 

Smallpox 

97 

5 

Measles 

129 

— 

The  statistics  for  immunisation  and  vaccination  in  the 
Barnard  Castle  area  are  not  as  satisfactory  as  they  might  be  despite 
the  steady  flow  of  information  to  parents  exhorting  them  to  take 
advantage  of  the  wide  range  of  protection  which  is  so  readily 
available. 

B.C.G.  Vaccination. 

During  1970  protection  against  tuberculosis  continued  to 
be  offered  in  accordance  with  County  Council  policy  to  all  school 
children  aged  11  years  and  over. 

A skin  test  is  carried  out  first  to  see  whether  or  not  a child 
has  developed  a degree  of  natural  immunity.  A negative  reading 
indicates  the  need  for  protection  and  vaccination  is  then  carried 
out. 

Of  the  117  children  tested  during  1970,  78  were  found  to  be 
negative  and  were  vaccinated. 

Children  who  are  absent  or  not  vaccinated  for  such 
medical  reasons  as  intercurrent  infection,  skin  conditions,  etc.,  are 
usually  taken  up  at  subsequent  sessions. 

9 


T3 

*0  a £ 

B>  O 


U- 

8 

>> 


O 

to 

< 


yJ- 

t"- 

I 

»n 

VO 

Tf 

vo 

■ 

IT) 

IT) 

^t 

*n 

*n 

’'fr 

t}- 

T 

■ 

*n 

m 

rt 

cn 

i 

in 

<N 

Tf 

(N 

i 

m 


rf  L“<  Uj 

»-<  Zj,  <D  d 

8- 

o 8 9 ® ^ 

P<  Sf  ^ P^H 


O 


X)  Tf 
fl  J* 

p ^ 

<Z> 

S=3  © - 

<3  S' 


n n H ' 


< m *nm  ^ n N — ' 


(N  I <N  i 


^ r- 


— — I © VO 


— I ^ m m 


rt  ri 


! I 


<n  cj  fN  >-i  tj-  rs 
m rJ 


CO 


>< 

HH 

Q 

Z 

w 

Oh 

Pi 

< 


S3 

H 

< 

W 

Q 

IU 

O 

a 

co 

P 

< 

U 


K 

O 

< 

S 

o 

H 

CO 

s' 

<0 

< 

3 

Oh 

O 

3 

Z 

H 

Z 

< 

z 

o 


UJ 

Z 

3 

t» 

UJ 

P 

Z 


S 

to 

< 

-i 

A 

o 

u 

Z 


to 

£ 

o 

z 

o 

05 

oa 

o' 

z 

3 

P 

S 

<0 

■< 

3 

Oh 

O 

u 

Z 


u 
H < 

C/D  H 

< C/D 
UJ  O 
C*  GC 

PPCU 
5 S 

C/D  C/D 

< < 

CU  CL, 

o o 
w w 

zz 


s s 


< 

< 

< < s 

z 

z 

z z u 

o 

o 

o o < 

3 

3 

3 3^ 

< 

< 

^3 

c/d 

< 

nJ 

c_ 

o 

UJ 

z 

H 

z 

< 

z 

o 

3 

< 


(S3 

UJ 


r-i  UJ 

10 


l-H  « 

O Q 


j a 

si 

2 


* 

UJ 

UJ 

H 

X 

C/D 

C/D 

< 

UJ 

> 

UJ 

C/D 

CO 

X 

< 

UJ 

C/D 

Q 

C/D 

Q 

o 

> 

H 

X 

- 

— 

UJ 

< 

UJ 

o 

3 

Z 

X 

w 

S2 

Uj 

u 

•V 

55 

O 

H 

UJ 

o 

< 

Z 

2 

Q 

o 

x 

UJ 

nJ 

u 

CO 

X 

UJ 

C/D 

< 

UJ 

X 

D 

UJ 

W 

c/D 

< 

UJ 

1-1 

0 

v 

UH 

CU 

(S3 

S 

L_ 

X 

z 

UJ 

UJ 

P" 

UJ 

o 

1 

< 

Z 

3 

1 

g 

6 

< 

5 

o 

U 

UJ 

C/D 

< 

UJ 

C/D 


UJ 

> 

7D 

z 

UJ 

H 

x 

UJ 

CU 

> 

I 


UJ 

C/D 

< 

UJ 

C/D 


H 

PC 

< 

uj 

X 

u 

5 

UJ 

< 

SC 

y 

c/D 


— < r-  | — < ^ (N  - 


— . — < <n  « 


I I 


1 — 1 ’ — (N  - — < 


^■’^■Tj-tN»ocor^*-HTt‘OTi-c^  I *-<  cs  I-* 
— (N 


CN  I — r-H  r 


< fN  <N  V£> 


<N  »/~> 
cn  <n 


^ ON 


G\  rf 


1 (N 


<N  ’ 


*-<  <N 


— | *-h  ^ | m ^ rN 
O O 


H 

03 

< 

UJ 

33 

U- 

O 

CO 

2 

03 

-L 

03 

uj 

a 

H 

o 


5 

UJ 

H 

CO 

>- 

on 

> 

03 

o 

H 

< 


U 

— 


o 0 


Q3 

< 

U 

CO 

< 

> 

o 

OS 

co 

UJ 

o3 

UJ 

U 


u- 

O 

CO 

UJ 

CO 

< 

UJ 

(O 


o3 

UJ 

I 

o 


s 

uj 

H 

co 

>< 

on 

>< 

as 

O 

h 


< 

< 

£ 

UJ 

E 

CO 

CO 

> 

UJ 

X 

04 

Oi 

uj 

PJ 

O 

* 

to 

0 

UJ 

< 

N 

JS 

z 

z 

< 

CO 

H 

CO 

< 

UJ 

CO 

Q 

03 

UJ 

O 

hJ 

p 

Z 

0 

£ 

UJ 

s 

□ 

03 

y 

£ 

UJ 

z 

1—1 

a 

a 

z 

Ch 

z 

0 

03 

CO 

UJ 

X 

H 

O 

P 

- 

UJ 

CO 

Z 

5 

UJ 

33 

a 
z 
< 

z 

o 

H 

U 
D 

e 

CO 
CQ 

o 

< 
z 

p o 

CO  3 

UJ  05 

5 e 

£ o 


03 

UJ 

> 


u- 

O 


2 Q 

./.  M 


UJ 

£ 

hJ 

< 

H 

a 

hJ 

UJ 

on 

1 

o 

g 

CO 

D 

s 

fa 

O 

CO 

UJ 

to 

< 

UJ 

to 


o 

H 

PJ 


BC 

3 

o 

ra 

< 

hJ 

H 

►4 

5 

y 

E 

u 


a 

< 

H 

BC 

o 

£ 

a 

< 

H 

■< 

Z 


UJ 

eu 

fa 

o 

co 

UJ 

to 

13 

•< 

o 

BC 

UJ 

S3 

H 

o 


co 

z 

o 


o 

u 

a 

UJ 

z 

E 

UJ 

Q 

a 

3 

Q 

Z 

<3 

co 

5 

o 

H 

fa 

s 

£ 

co 


CO 

H 

Z 

UJ 

2 to 
<J 
u 
< 

UJ 

a 
o 

£ 

UJ 

> 

PC 

o 
H 
O 

£ 


CO 

W 

CO 

D 

< 

O 

hJ 

hJ 

< 

H-l 

< 

H 

O 

H 


UJ 

Q 

D 

v 

< 

£ 

P 

o 

a 

a 

< 


INCIDENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis) 


during  recent  years. 

1965  1966 

1967 

1968 

1969 

1970 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

6 

3 

1 

7 

25 

15 

Measles 

...  213 

33 

357 

59 

9 

261 

Whooping  Cough 

4 

11 

7 

12 

- 

4 

Diphtheria  

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ... 

- 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

Opthalmia  Neonatorum 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

Dysentery 

...  38 

3 

- 

1 

- 

2 

Typhoid  Fever 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

Paratyphoid  Fevers  . . . 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

Food  Poisoning 

1 

3 

- 

1 

2 

- 

Infective  Jaundice 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 

3 

Anthrax  

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Leptospirosis 

- 

— 

- 

— 

- 

1 

Tuberculosis. 

There  were  no  deaths  attributable  to  tuberculosis  in  the 
district  during  1970.  One  new  notification  was  received,  that  of  a 
male  aged  20. 


LOCAL  WELFARE  SERVICES. 

Meals  on  Wheels  Service. 

This  service  continues  to  provide  some  84  people  with  a 
good  meal  twice  weekly.  The  meals  are  taken  out  from  seven 
different  centres  by  the  W.R.V.S.  and  the  subsidised  cost  to 
recipients  is  one  shilling  per  meal.  This  is  very  good  value 
nutritionally  and  the  recipients,  elderly  and  sometimes  lonely 
people,  look  forward  to  the  W.R.V.S.  visits. 

The  service  is  intended  primarily  to  help  those  who  are 
bedfast,  housebound,  and  so  handicapped  that  they  are  unable  to 
prepare  and  cook  meals  satisfactorily  for  themselves. 
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SECTION  II 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SENIOR  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

TO  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 


Sir. 


In  my  last  Annual  Report  I made  reference  to  the  slowness 
encountered  in  the  completion  of  works  on  several  of  the  Caravan 
Sites  in  the  area.  The  year  under  review  has  seen  progress  made 
towards  the  completion  of  the  outstanding  work,  but  it  is  with 
regret  that  I have  to  report  that  two  or  three  sites  are  still  in  need 
of  work  being  done  in  order  to  comply  with  the  conditions  of 
licence.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  all  sites  in  the  area  will  be  up  to 
standard  when  the  annual  report  is  written  for  the  year  1971. 

A more  pleasing  note  is  sounded  in  the  improvements  to 
older  houses  in  the  area.  Good  progress  continues  to  be  made  in 
this  direction,  particularly  through  the  means  of  grants  which  are 
available  for  that  purpose.  It  will  be  noted  later  in  my  report  that 
approximately  200  houses  were  improved  by  grant  aid  during  the 
year. 

I wish  to  record  my  sincere  thanks  to  Mr.  Nutter,  Additional 
P.H.I.,  and  Mr.  Hodgson,  Admininstrative  Assistant,  for  their 
continued  loyalty  and  support. 

J.  G.  Middleton, 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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WATER  SUPPLIES. 


General. 

All  the  public  water  supplies  were  regularly  sampled 
throughout  the  year  and  showed  no  evidence  of  bacteriological 
deterioration.  In  previous  years,  complaints  were  occasionally 
received  about  excess  chlorination  giving  rise  to  unpleasant  taste 
and  smell  from  some  of  the  smaller  undertakings,  but  it  is  pleasing 
to  report  that  very  few  complaints  were  received  during  the  year 
under  review. 

Marwood. 

The  private  supply  covering  the  Kinninvie  area  is  still 
bacteriologically  unsatisfactory  and  consideration  should  be  given 
to  the  possibility  of  a public  supply  being  provided  to  this  group 
of  houses. 

Fluoridation  of  Supplies. 

The  position  with  regard  to  the  non-addition  of  fluoride  to 
the  main  supplies  remains  the  same,  but  the  public  supply  to  the 
Middleton-in-Teesdale  area  contains  a natural  concentration  of 
fluoride  up  to  the  recommended  strength.  It  is  known  that  some 
other  supplies  contain  natural  fluoride  but  in  proportions  below 
the  concentration  that  is  considered  advisable.  The  greater  part 
of  the  district  is  covered  by  the  major  supplies  of  the  Durham 
County  Water  Board  and  the  Tees  Valley  and  Cleveland  Water 
Board.  The  latter  are  responsible  for  the  smaller  undertakings 
covering  schemes  at: 

(1)  Newbiggin-in-Teesdale, 

(2)  Middleton-in-Teesdale,  and 

(3)  Eggleston. 

The  Durham  County  Water  Board  controls  schemes  at: 

(1)  Woodland  and  part  of  Lynesack  & Softley. 

(2)  Parts  of  Lynesack  & Softley,  Cockfield  and  Wackerfield. 
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Houses  supplied  by  Public  Undertakings. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  houses  supplied 
with  water  from  public  undertakings: — 


Parish 

Present 

Estimated 

No.  of 

Supply  in 

Stand 

Population 

Houses 

House 

Pipe 

Bolam 

102 

35 

34 

- 

Cleatlam  ... 

82 

29 

24 

1 

Cockfield 

2121 

704^ 

709 

- 

Eggleston 

352 

185 

137 

- 

Forest  and  Frith 

257 

80 

24 

2 

Gainford 

1130 

452 

449 

- 

Hamsterley 

343 

143 

106 

2 

Hilton 

79 

16 

14 

- 

Headlam 

63 

21 

20 

— 

Evenwood 

3158 

1145 

1126 

2 

Etherley  ... 

1801 

688 

663 

1 

Ingleton 

336 

128 

120 

1 

Langleydale 

117 

22 

16 

1 

Langton  ... 

60 

12 

11 

1 

Lynesack 

1465 

549 

547 

2 

Marwood 

508 

152 

144 

1 

Morton  Tinmouth 

16 

4 

4 

1 

Midd!eton-in-Teesda!e 

1539 

623 

608 

6 

Newbiggin 

206 

77 

54 

5 

Raby  and  Keverstone 

166 

38 

14 

- 

Staindrop 

1252 

493 

493 

- 

Streatlam  and  Stainton 

575 

198 

198 

- 

South  Bedburn  ... 

226 

64 

- 

- 

Wackerfield 

88 

26 

26 

- 

Westwick 

96 

30 

29 

- 

Whorlton 

197 

80 

71 

- 

Winston 

423 

154 

140 

- 

Woodland 

270 

108 

105 

- 

15 


SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 


Hilton. 

The  Hilton  sewerage  scheme  was  completed  in  March  at 
a final  cost  of  £5,028  3s.  2d.  It  is  regretted  that  the  connection  of 
drains  from  private  properties  to  the  new  system  is  not  progressing 
as  expeditiously  as  one  would  have  liked  to  have  seen. 

Newbiggin-in-Teesdale. 

The  Engineer  and  Surveyor  is  preparing  plans  for  this 
scheme  and  it  is  hoped  to  have  the  contract  started  in  1971.  When 
this  scheme  is  completed  all  the  villages  in  the  Rural  District  will 
be  provided  with  a satisfactory  system  of  drainage  and  sewage 
disposal. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS. 

Meat  Inspection  Regulations. 

All  animals  killed  for  human  consumption  in  the  slaughter- 
houses were  examined  in  accordance  with  the  regulations.  There 
are  three  licensed  slaughterhouses  within  the  district  and  these 
are  situated  at  Middleton-in-Teesdale,  Cockfield  and  Toft  Hill. 
The  slaughterhouse  at  Toft  Hill  is  being  used  for  the  slaughter 
of  animals  which  are  sold  from  shops  in  other  areas.  Revenue  for 
the  year  for  animals  inspected  amounted  to  £118-68.  No  orders 
are  in  operation  restricting  the  hours  of  slaughter  but  a small 
amount  of  week-end  killing  still  takes  place. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  and  kinds  of  animals 
killed,  and  the  animals  or  parts  of  animals  affected  with  disease. 

Meat  Condemned. 

A total  of  377  lbs.  of  carcase  meat  and  offal  was  con- 
demned as  being  unfit  for  human  consumption.  This  is  a big 
reduction  on  the  previous  year  in  spite  of  an  increase  in  the 
number  of  animals  killed. 

The  Liquid  Egg  (Pasteurisation)  Regulations. 

There  are  no  liquid  egg  pasteurisation  process  plants  in  the 
area.  No  liquid  egg  samples  have  been  taken. 

Ice  Cream. 

There  are  no  ice  cream  manufacturing  establishments  in 
the  area.  The  bulk  of  ice  cream  sold  is  pre-wrapped  and  supplied 
by  firms  of  national  repute.  77  premises  are  registered  for  the 
sale  of  ice  cream. 
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Animals  killed  and  found  to  be  affected  with  disease. 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep  and 
Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  Killed  (if 

known)  

545 

nil 

1 

1419 

401 

nil 

Number  Inspected 

545 

nil 

1 

1419 

401 

nil 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticerd 

Whole  carcases  con- 
demned   

ml 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned   

21 

nil 

nil 

31 

14 

nil 

Percentage  of  the  num- 
ber inspected  affected 
with  disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci  

3.8 

nil 

nil 

2.2 

3.4 

— 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases  con- 
demned   

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned   

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

i 

nil 

Percentage  of  the  num- 
ber inspected  affected 
with  tuberculosis 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

0.2 

— 

Cysticercosis : 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned   

3 

nil 

nil 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by  refrigera- 
tion   

3 

nil 

nil 

— 

— 

— 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 

nil 

nil 

nil 



— 

— 
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MILK  SUPPLIES. 


Routine  sampling  of  milk  still  continues  to  be  done  by  the 
County  Health  Inspector.  From  a total  of  231  samples  taken  during 
the  year  190  samples  were  of  untreated  milk.  35  pasteurised  milk 
and  6 sterilised  milk.  Twenty  samples  of  untreated  milk  failed 
the  methylene  blue  test. 

One  retailer’s  herd  was  found  to  contain  the  organisms  of 
Brucellosis.  This  was  successfully  and  rapidly  cleared  up  without 
having  to  take  steps  to  stop  the  supply. 

POULTRY  INSPECTION. 

Two  poultry  dressing  establishments  are  in  use,  one  at 
Cockfield  and  the  other  at  Evenwood.  The  one  at  Evenwood  is 
not  in  full  operation  and  is  only  used  at  infrequent  periods.  The 
premises  at  Cockfield  continues  with  a high  weekly  output. 
Detention  of  suspect  birds  and  ultimate  judgment  as  to  fitness  by 
Council  officials  seems  to  be  working  quite  efficiently. 

All  organs  of  birds  and  other  waste  from  the  dressing 
station  is  disposed  of  by  burial  at  the  Council’s  controlled  refuse 
tip  at  Cragwood,  Evenwood.  Regular  visits  were  maintained  at 
both  establishments  throughout  the  year  and  the  general  level  of 
hygiene  is  satisfactory. 

The  weekly  output  of  broiler  chickens  from  the  Cockfield 
processing  establishment  is  approximately  1,800  birds.  Turkeys 
are  only  killed  at  the  Christmas  period  and  the  number  killed  for 
the  last  festive  season  was  around  1,600. 

FOOD  HYGIENE  REGULATIONS  1960. 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  several  different  types  of  food 
premises  operating  in  the  area  during  the  year  under  review : - 


Grocers  68 

Butchers  6 

Fried  Fish  & Chip  Shops  8 
Confectioners  ...  6 

Greengrocers  ...  4 

Cafes  and  Restaurants  8 

Snack  Bars  3 

Licensed  premises  ...  41 

Workmen’s  Clubs  ...  4 

Other  Clubs  ...  ...  2 
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HOUSING. 


The  year  under  review  saw  a further  fall  in  the  number 
of  new  houses  completed.  Only  16  houses  were  completed  by 
private  enterprise  and  10  by  the  local  authority. 

The  tabulated  statement  submitted  to  the  County  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  gave  the  position  as  follows:  — 


(a)  By  Local  Authority 

With  State 
Aid 
10 

Unaided 

Total 

10 

(b)  By  any  other  Housing  Authority 

- 

- 

- 

(c)  By  private  persons  

, — 

16 

16 

Total  .. 

. 10 

16 

26 

Housing  for  Aged  Persons. 

The  Council  let  its  first  contract  for  housing  of  aged  per- 
sons by  means  of  a “flatlet  scheme”  in  the  village  of  Staindrop. 
This  scheme  provides  for  six  two-person  flatlets  and  24  single 
person  flatlets,  together  with  warden  accommodation.  The  contract 
price  for  the  scheme  was  £86,646  and  work  was  commenced  during 
October. 


Unfit  Houses  dealt  with  during  the  year. 

(A)  Formal  Action. 

(1)  Houses  Demolished:  Total 

17  Swan  Street,  Evenwood  ...  ...  1 

(2)  Houses  Closed  but  not  demolished: 

Lane  Side,  Middleton-in-Teesdale. 

West  View,  Eggleston. 

10  High  Lands,  Cockfield. 

2 and  4 Winston  Road,  Staindrop. 

12  High  Lands,  Cockfield. 

8 High  Lands,  Cockfield  ...  ...  7 
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Houses  in  Clearance  Areas  and  Individual  Unfit  Houses  the 
demolition  of  which  is  temporarily  postponed: 


11,  14,  16  High  Lands  ...  ...  ...  3 

7 Quarry  Lane,  Butterknowle  1 

Mill  House,  Butterknowle  ...  ...  1 

21  The  Edge,  Woodland  ...  ...  1 

2 Accrington  Terrace,  Evenwood  ...  1 

1 and  2 Belts  Gill,  Etherley  ...  ...  2 

1 Wood  Row,  Butterknowle  ...  ...  1 

1,  2,  3,  4 Quarry  Houses,  Etherley  ...  4 

68  and  69  Wilkinson’s  Yard,  Copley  ...  2 

39  and  40  Raby  Moor,  Cockfield  ...  2 

Rose  Cottage,  Bolam  ...  ...  ...  1 

Greenview,  Hamsterley  ...  ...  1 

37  Gordon  Lane,  Evenwood  ...  ...  1 

East  Park,  Witton  Park  ...  ...  4 

5 and  7 Black  Swan  Cottages,  Butterknowle  2 
Mayland  Farm,  Woodland  ...  ...  1 

Moor  Head,  Marwood  ...  ...  ...  1 
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(B)  Informal  Action. 

(1)  Number  of  Houses  permanently  discon- 
tinued as  dwelling  houses  as  a result  of 
informal  action  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(C)  Reconditioning  and  Repair. 

Houses  made  fit  during  the  year  by  procedure  under  the 
Housing  Acts  or  Public  Health  Acts : 

(a)  As  a result  of  informal  action  ...  3 

(b)  By  owners  as  a result  of  statutory  notice  12 

(c)  By  local  authority  in  default  ...  - 

Housing  Acts  1949/1969.  Improvement  Grants. 

No.  of  separate  houses 


Discretionary 

Standard 

Grant 

Grant 

Applications  submitted 

110 

13 

Applications  rejected 

Total  number  of  applications  approved 

— 

— 

since  inception  of  scheme 
Total  number  of  grants  paid  since 

1276 

227 

inception  of  scheme  

1161 

187 

Total  sum  paid  in  year  1970 
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£44211 

£917 

RODENT  CONTROL. 


I append  below  a copy  of  the  annual  report  submitted  to 
the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  in  respect  of  the 
year  ended  31st  December,  1970. 


Type  of  Property 

Non-Agricultural 

Agricultural 

1.  Number  of  properties  in  district  ... 

6420 

773 

2.  (a)  Total  number  of  properties 
(including  nearby  premises) 
inspected  following  notification 

61 

2 

(b)  Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

54 

2 

(ii)  Mice 

7 

Nil 

3.  (a)  Total  number  of  properties 
inspected  for  rats  and/or  mice 
for  reasons  other  than  notification 

Nil 

Nil 

(b)  Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

Nil 

Nil 

(ii)  Mice 

Nil 

Nil 

Clean  Air  Act  1957. 

Only  one  deposit  gauge  was  in  operation  for  part  of  the 
year  and  this  was  sited  in  a new  position  on  the  north  side  of 
Copeland  Row,  Evenwood.  This  position  was  chosen  in  an 
endeavour  to  try  and  assist  in  the  compilation  of  evidence  as  to 
the  extent  of  the  nuisance  caused  by  fine  coal  dust  from  the  local 
coke  and  chemical  works. 

The  average  readings  for  the  eight  months  the  gauge  was 
in  operation  was  19.49  tons  per  square  mile. 

No  smoke  control  areas  have  been  made  by  the  Council. 


CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

The  estimated  position  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  as 
follows : — 

Closets  converted  to  water  closets  12 

Total  number  of  water  closets  in  district  ...  5927 
Total  number  of  ash  closets  and  similar  type  ...  344 
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OFFICES,  SHOPS  & RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT  1963. 


The  following  table  extracted  from  the  annual  return 
submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Labour  shows  the  position  during  the 


year.  There  were  no  accidents  reported. 

Total  No. 

Class  of  premise  registered.  of  new 

Total  No. 
of 

Registered 

premises 

Offices  

registrations. 

1 

premises. 

11 

inspected. 

7 

Retail  shops 

0 

26 

23 

Wholesale  shops  and  warehouses 

0 

2 

2 

Catering  Establishments,  etc.  ... 

1 

8 

8 

Fuel  storage  depots 

0 

0 

0 

Totals 

2 

47 

40 

The  total  number  of  visits  made  to  registered  premises  for 
all  purposes  amounted  to  138. 

The  total  number  of  employees  in  all  groups  of  registered 
premises  at  the  end  of  the  year  was : Males  48,  Females  84. 

CARAVAN  SITES  AND  CONTROL  OF  DEVELOPMENT 

ACT  1960 

A total  of  19  site  licences  were  in  operation  during  1970. 
Seven  licences  were  for  sites  which  were  licensed  for  10  or  more 
vans,  and  six  licences  were  for  individual  caravans  only.  Three  of 
the  single  licences  were  for  residential  caravans — the  three 
remaining  were  for  holiday  caravans.  Only  one  touring  caravan 
site  for  10  vans  is  licensed,  this  being  at  Witton  Castle.  The  19 
site  licences  cover  a total  of  447  holiday  caravans,  10  tourers,  and 
3 residential  caravans. 


The  position  is  summarised  in  the  following  table:  — 

No.  of 

Residential 

Holiday 

Details  of  Licence.  Sites. 

Caravans 

Caravans.  Tourers 

(a)  Individual  caravans  ...  5 

3 

2 

(b)  Sites  for  2 to  9 vans  ...  6 

- 

19 

(c)  Sites  for  over  9 vans  ...  8 

- 

426  10 

Totals  19 

3 

447  10 

All  sites  are  privately  owned  and  at  the  end  of  the  year 
four  sites  still  had  work  outstanding  against  the  requirements  of 
the  licence.  It  is  hoped  that  this  matter  will  be  rectified  early  in 
the  new  year. 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 


In  my  last  report  for  the  year  1969  I mentioned  that  tenders 
were  being  sought  for  a new  bulldozer  for  the  controlled  tip  at 
Cragwood.  Evenwood.  A Track-Marshall  55  Refuse  Control 
Crawler  Tractor  was  purchased  early  in  1970  and  since  purchase 
has  given  every  satisfaction.  The  machine  is  larger  than  the 
previous  one  which  leads  to  greater  and  more  efficient  control  of 
the  tipped  material.  Trade  waste  is  continued  to  be  received  at 
the  tip  without  the  making  of  a special  charge  and  this  seems  to 
minimise  the  indiscriminate  dumping  that  might  otherwise  take 
place. 

The  paper  bag  refuse  scheme  for  household  storage  of 
refuse  is  now  fully  established  and  gives  every  satisfaction,  both  to 
householders  and  workmen  alike.  The  extra  cost  for  the  provision 
of  paper  sacks  is  fully  justified  by  the  more  efficient  organisation 
which  is  provided  and  the  improved  hygiene  of  the  service.  All 
refuse  is  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping  and  we  are  fortunate 
in  this  direction  in  having  sufficient  covering  material  readily 
available. 

The  weekly  maintenance  and  repairs  to  all  vehicles  is 
carried  out  by  the  Council’s  own  employees  at  the  garage  at 
Cockfield.  The  working  conditions  in  the  garage  during  cold 
weather  have  been  greatly  improved  following  the  installation  of 
a hot  air  system  of  heating.  This,  together  with  the  provision  of  a 
small  mess  room  in  which  the  workmen  can  have  their  mid-day 
meal,  provide  much  appreciated  benefits. 

In  these  years  of  rapidly  increasing  costs,  it  is  inevitable 
to  find  that  the  cost  of  refuse  collection  and  disposal  is  also 
increasing.  The  cost  for  the  year  amounted  to  £32,457 — an 
increase  of  £2,801  over  the  previous  year. 

Septic  Tank  Clearances. 

All  domestic  septic  tanks  in  the  area  are  emptied  at  least 
once  per  year,  and  in  many  cases  a more  frequent  service  is  given. 
A total  of  482  tanks  are  registered,  38  more  than  in  the  previous 
year.  The  increase  in  tanks  is  reflected  by  the  number  of  isolated 
properties  being  improved  and  provided  with  bathroom  and  toilet 
facilities. 
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Civic  Amenities  Act  1967. 

Cars  are  still  being  found  abandoned  in  the  area,  but  this 
is  not  as  yet  a major  problem.  Many  people  are  becoming 
informed  of  the  free  disposal  facilities  the  Council  have  provided 
and  this  is  no  doubt  keeping  the  number  of  abandoned  cars  to  a 
minimum. 


FACTORIES  ACT  1961. 


Inspections. 


Premises 

No. 

on 

Written  Occupiers 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  en- 
forced by  Local  Authorities 

Register  Inspections  Notices  Prosecuted 
3 5 - 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 

40 

45 

6 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which  Section 
7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out- 
workers’ premises  ... 

7 

18 

3 

Total 

50 

68 

9 

Cases  in  which  defects  were 

FOUND : 

No.  of  cases 

Particulars 

Sanitary  Conveniences-Found  Remedied 

in  which 

Referred  prosecutions 

To  H.M.  By  H.M.  were 

Inspector  Inspector  instituted 

(a)  Insufficient  ...  2 

1 

- 

2 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective  ...  7 

4 



5 

(c)  Not  separate 

for  sexes  ...  - 







(d)  Want  of 

cleanliness  ...  2 

2 

Outworkers. 

No  outworkers  are  registered. 


SCRAP  METAL  DEALERS’  ACT  1964. 

A total  of  15  dealers  have  been  registered  by  the  Council 
under  the  above  Act. 
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